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Maiden launch of another club project Duster, with Ian Slack doing 
the hard work and Geoff Trone panicking 

 

All upcoming events at High St Rd subject to field 
works until further notice 
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Editorial and Site Management Report – July 2010 – Max Haysom 
 
Site: We have tried to make life at the field a little better, but we have had unusually wet weather over the past 3 or 4 
months and there is little we can do in a practical sense before our shelter / shed is established and we can work 
around improving the whole area. The erection of the shed is not too far away, weather permitting; we keep saying this, 
but the ERP project team at Knox CC have been having more than a few problems that they say are causing the 
Agreement to be delayed. From our side, we think that there is nothing outstanding to hold up the signing.  I can 
reassure you that the grant of $10,000 promised, by KCC, is safe and that has been boosted by an additional $1500.00 
from the KCC Community and Sporting Grants for 2009/2010. We can make further applications for this type of grant in 
this year. The grass on the new landing strip is consolidating really well and we should be able to make a first cut 
sometime in August. 
Editorial: I have not been all that well over the past few months and to add to my problems, about 10 days ago, my 
desktop PC (XP Pro) decided to have a terminal problem. The power supply and motherboard failed and for some 
reason the boot sector on the hard drive was damaged. I have bought a new HP  PC which has Windows 7 installed 
and I have managed to recover, using the old DOS commands, all of the documents and data. I have not been 
successful in recovering any useful files or data from Outlook Express 6 that I can transfer to Outlook and Win7.  So I 
have been scratching around trying to find any hard copies that show email addresses. If anyone out there has a sure-
fire method of transferring the Outlook Express folder, or OE address book and OE mail, from my damaged hard drive, 
into M/S Outlook 2007, I would be more than pleased to hear from them.  
 
If any of you have sent me material and articles for the newsletter, over the past month, I am sorry but it has all been 
lost. Please re-transmit and I will try to make sure that this situation cannot happen again. 
 
Please see “Changes to the Statement of Purposes and Rules” elsewhere in this edition. 
 
Following the very successful Promo night at Model Engines, we have many good things lined up for coming months. 
Carboot Sale being organised by Tim Morland, David Hobby and W/C team on the F3J event, David Hobby also with 
UAV’s in September, Scale Static comp at August general meeting, Intro to Schweitzers with  Tim Morland. 
 
Glenn has done a great job his first Aspectivity and we can look forward to many more interesting items and photos. 
Thanks, Glenn. 
 
Steve Tester, your webmaster, has been hard at work on the new VARMS website and has experienced some 
difficulties which will surely be overcome soon, so be patient. We hope it will be better for all in the future. 
 
Have Fun in the Winter Sun, until next time Cheers, Max 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

 Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 

8am - Noon (power) 
Dawn – Noon (glider) Power Glider & 

Electric Power Glider & 
Electric Power Power Glider & 

Electric 

Noon – 5pm (AEST) (power) 
Noon – 8pm (AEDST) (power) 
Noon – Dusk (glider) 

Glider & 
Electric Power Glider & 

Electric Power Glider & 
Electric 

Glider & 
Electric 

Glider & 
Electric 

 
*Aerotow: First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
Clubrooms:  All days -7.00 am till 11.00 pm 

 
Any queries or problems with this timetable? Please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to: 

 

 
 

Glenn Salisbury 
glenn@aussieland.net 

The Keyboard 
 
Your frequency key should have your full name written 
clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone 
number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping 
someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 
GHz sets should still insert a standard key in the 
appropriate section of the keyboard. 

Aspectivity                                                                                                                                                  July 2010 



 
 
Well, here it is, another AGM, it doesn’t seem long since the last one! It’s been a funny month, with a fair 
bit happening, but in some cases, with not much result. 
 
On the field scene, the grass is still getting better, and because it’s so wet, we have to leave it 
alone…..probably a good thing. We also had a working bee, removed a lot of rocks so the temporary strip 
is a little better and the edges of the new strip will now be able to be worked to improve model access. We 
also spread stones in the pit area, to make it a little less slippery under foot, although it’s still going to be 
messy while it’s raining. Interestingly, while all the work was for the benefit of the power fliers, it was mainly 
glider flyers that showed up. Having said that, I thought it was a pleasant da, enjoying other modelers 
company. Funnily enough, it was quite a nice evening for a fly, but the weather forecast had suggested 
‘leave the models at home’! 
On the Know council front, nothing has happened. We need to get to the next stage, that is, getting out 
license agreement in place, so we can start proceeding with the shed. I need to do some pleasant 
harassing! 
 
On another note, Henryk has decided not to sponsor the club web hosting in the future, so we are in the 
process of changing hosts. It’s interesting…..we are finding it’s not exactly easy (maybe it is for Henryk!) 
setting up a website, so I thin we all owe Henryk a vote of thanks, as he has laid down the foundations for 
one of the better sites, one we can all be proud of. Thanks Henryk, for all the efforts you have put in. 
 
So what of the rest of the month? Well, the Model Engines visit was a ripper, a splendid night. Now I 
realize it’s business to them, but the enthusiasm they showed us is the reason they are a leading 
wholesaler. They have a terrific range, but I didn’t expect to see the Habicht, about 3m span and really well 
done. Also, the Hitec radio with telemetry knocked me out……they are no longer the underdog in modern 
radios. 
 
On the last weekend in June I went to the Bendigo Bonfire at the gliding club. Now there is a club that 
knows how to have fun. This year the model flying was held back by some field plowing, but I still did some 
flying with an electric glider, and flew some free flight in the morning, but all that was over-shadowed by the 
Saturdays nights activities – roast pig on a spit, apple strudel and cream, night flying, the bonfire and the 
local astronomy club that had their telescopes present watching the partial eclipse of the moon and other 
suff in the sky. There was ice on the car well before midnight! 
 
So what does that all mean? Well it’s been an interesting year, with the part up until Christmas being quite 
uncertain where VARMS were heading with regards to our field. At the December meeting we chose the 
path we are now on, and things are progressing, perhaps not as fast as some would like, but the other side 
of the coin is that the committee are new at this type of thing, particularly spending club money at a rate 
that hasn’t happened before, so in that respect, perhaps a little less haste is an advantage! Having said 
that, I think was have a pretty clear idea idea of where we want to go – so lets get on with it. 
 
We had no idea how we were going to put the new strip in, but then all of a sudden ir fell into place, and I 
think when the water is controlled a bit better, it will be quite used friendly. We are now about to do the 
same approach with the building…..keep asking questions until we get the right answer. 
 
So, some final thoughts….. 

1. Roses around the building to deter graffiti artists. We need reasonably established roses if they are 
to be a deterrent. How about we all buy a rose, put it an a reasonably sized pot, and donate it 
when the time comes? I see no reason why we can’t have people name on them. 

2. Tinny me won a scale glider kit at Model Engines. It’s going to be raffled at the AGM for club funds. 
$2 a ticket, or 3 for $5 

3. A fully moulded slope glider will go to a lucky member draw, but they must be present on the night. 
I hear it’s called the Slope Fairy. Have we got any of those in the club? 

 
That’s all folk, Col 
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ASSAN 2.4 GHz Range 

The ASSAN 2.4GHz purchased from OS (overseas) does not have a range checking 
facility, therefore impossible do a ground range check before the first flight of a new or 
repaired model (MAAA policy requirement). 

 I have communicated today with Mike Close (MAAA Technical Radio Subcommittee) 
and he was aware of this and part of the agreement for ASSAN was that all radios sold 
by the Australia importer (HHQ) would also provide a dummy load to replace the normal 
antenna. 

Now this is okay when the C-Tick was mandatory and forced you to purchase in 
Australia , but this has changed and you can now purchase directly from OS by-passing 
the MAAA agreement.  So now it is up to clubs to enforce the MAAA policy of ground 
range testing. 

 The solution is the Australian importer (HHQ) sells the dummy load for the antenna 
(#ASRANGECHK) and I suggest that all owns of ASSAN must have one and get 
instructions on how to do the range testing.  

 
 
Ian Puller 
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VARMS Club General Meeting 
Held at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall,,Friday,11 June , 2010 Comm.8.20 p.m. 
 
Apologies –Colin Collyer, Max Mc Cullough, Alan Mayhew, Theo Arvanitakis , &  David Pratley   
Visitors -  Nil.. 
Secretary -  VMAAMay,2010 Exec Meet notes.; Ltrs. from Knox Council, re Contingency Fund 
Grant, and from VMAA ,re RCGA affiliation as a Club;  E mails from Ian Slack & Colin Smith plus, 
VMAA E. mail re hosting of Vic. Slope Champs.,2010. 
 
President’s Report. 
 
A) Proposed Members’ Special General Meeting for July ,at Club AGM – to change aims of Club 
Constitution, to highlight aims to “foster the sport of RC Soaring”. 
B) Briggs Field – flight operation s hours- 8am. To 5 pm. during Winter months. 
C) Knox Council – letter advising of & enclosing cheque for $1500, Contingency Fund Grant to 
part- fund concrete floor, in our proposed new clubhouse. 
D) Club Working Bee Saturday 19 June, pm. Subject to weather conditions – details to be on Club 
Website. 
E) Club Training Roster – to be set up with oversight by Bruce Clapperton , to assist during Ian 
Slack’s absence on holidays –interested members see Bruce for details. 
 
Special Interest Groups- 
  
Scale Glider Group – Ian Slack. – group flew Saturday last with no ops. problems. 
 
General Business 
 
i) Model Engines Club Visit. on Wednesday 16 June.- Noble Park – details previously announced – 
large attendance list. 
ii) VARMS Website – this to be moved to new “Commercial” site, in the near future. 
iii) State Slope Champs.10  October 2010 – VARMS has applied to host this event ,with Bruce 
Clapperton as CD. 
iv) VARMS Trophy – last event for 2010 is Sunday June 20 – Slope days from then on –venues, 
depending on weather conditions on the day.- September 2010,Mt. Hollowback slope day for Slope 
Champs practice.-details in next “Aspectivity. 
 
SHOW & TELL Segment 
 
a) Bill Hamilton – report on forthcoming F5B (Electric Multi- Task Glider) & practice days at Bega 
NSW. & recent model developments. 
b) Colin Smith – Hong Kong 3D electric kit – superb pre-fabrication & quality – very cheap pricing 
 
Treasurer Report.- Ian Pearson. 
Current Acc. Balance, end of May 2010 - $8296.55 
Current Balance. -          $11458.55 
Investment Acc. 59234.34 – re-invested for 12 months @ 6%. 
 
Donated modeling goods – auction – collection of radio gear & electric glider model, sold for $30 
as a bulk deal to club member. 
 
VMAA Trophy –Club 2010 trophy – given to Geoff Moore for safe keeping. 
 
Meeting Closed – 8.50pm. 
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VARMS Indoor Car Boot Sale 
 
The August 2010 meeting will see VARMS try something a bit different - an indoor car boot sale. 
 
If you are coming to the August meeting, there will be a $2 charge to get in. All proceeds going to the 
club. The ticket will entitle you to browse and purchase from the stalls (on the tables and floor) for 
things you probably didn't know you needed. The ticket is also an entry into a special raffle – 
separate from the normal one. 
 
Everyone is invited to have a stall. If you are really early, you may even get a table: to spread out all 
the modeling stuff that you have decided to bring along and try to convert to money. There is no fee 
to plant yourself and your sale items somewhere in the hall and start displaying your goods. The idea 
is for you to only bring anything to do with modeling. Such as: tools, building models, kits, materials, 
accessories, radios, adhesive, covering, magazines, books, videos, plans – get the idea? 
 
The amount of organisation is low. As I said, early birds will get the tables that are under the stage, 
and realistically, the amount of space you need is governed by how much you bring to try and sell.  
We'll fill up around the walls first and then start filling up the middle of the hall. 
 
Go on, get to it! Grab a cardboard box, go through your house and see how much modeling stuff you 
don't really need any-more, and fill it up. Bring it along and display the contents for all to see. You 
may be lucky enough to have somebody buy the whole kit and caboodle. Maybe not. But give it a go 
anyway. 
 
Buyer rules; 
 Bring lots of small change; 
 Bring a plastic Shopping Bag to avoid having to buy one; and 
 Haggle a bit, but not too much. 
 
Seller Rules:  
 Sellers, like everyone else, pay $2 entry to the meeting; 
 Prior to a sale the customer must show their ticket to the seller; 
 Don't knock back a reasonable offer; 
 Put a price sticker on the larger, or more valuable items (bring a pen); 
 Consider bringing your own portable table (Card table? Work mate?); and 
 Take everything home that doesn't sell. 
 
Seller Hint: 
 Before you arrive decide on how much you would like for each item; and 
 Make a sign “Back in 10 minutes” - otherwise how are you going to buy anything?  
 
Available at the hall on the night will be: 
 Plastic shopping Bags, $1; 
 Groups of 10 price stickers. $2 (pencils will be available free!); and 
 Signs:  “Back in 10 minutes”, $2. 
 
Selling will probably not commence until after General Business – who I hope won’t speak too long. 
 
Any questions? Ring Tim Morland on 9703 2696 (A.H.) 
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Smiffy’s bit 
 
If you didn't go down to the Model Engines evening then you missed a good show. Being wholesale 
only, nothing was for sale however some of the new “stuff” being shown was mind boggling and left 
the floor quite dangerous with the copious quantities of Drool deposited by our club members. That 
BIG B17 for example ….I wonder how well it would slope soar as a PSS ?....Glenn, you would have 
loved it!. Also that camera equipped chopper could get up to some mischief I’ll bet. There were lots 
of new power planes all differing in shape and size but only a couple of new scale soarers of under 
4m size with ancient and modern being the Habicht and Fox  although there was also a very nice 
modern Grob with a prop up front. Interestingly Model Engines’s flight testers had made use of old 
technology with turbulator strips on the Grob’s tips….interesting, I wonder if there will be a kit tip 
included when it goes into the shops?. Anyway they import lots and lots of “stuff” but only as 
wholesalers and therefore do not sell direct to the public so prices were not forthcoming, although 
Wayne (the new owner) of Addies Hobbies was put on the spot occasionally.   
 
Mike Farnam was very open and informative about their imports and quite scathing about certain 
overseas manufacturers and their deliveries that made sense of some shopkeepers claims that the 
products “were in the mail”….t’was an eye-opener to hear such honesty (you can work that one out 
!). Some of the things being shown such as onboard telemetry left those of us not associated with 
technology open mouthed and a bit gob smacked, I know I was. There was a very generous door 
prize which was won by Colin Collyer …. a brand spanking new 2.6m semi-scale soarer. All in all a 
triffic night and the clubs thanks must go to Model Engines for opening their doors. 
  
The one thing that Mike said that stuck in my noodle was that they didn't stock spares for most of 
their imports simply because it was cheaper to buy the whole kit than bits ! Hmmmm...so much for 
that bingled beast in the corner of my garidge that only needs a tiny little bit of a new left wing and 
prop!. (actually, it’s the middle bit of the wing that’s missing...bumma!!!!) As far as actual kits that you 
had to glue together yourself ...well, they were just not available anymore!. Sadly the reasoning being 
“Why would you want to as nowdays you can buy a ready built and covered model for half the price”. 
That might be OK for the power brigade BUT the balsa bashers and scratch builders among the 
crowd obviously didn't agree. However, when all is said and done we aren't the ones lashing out big 
wads of our hard earned to import stuff and only saleable stuff sells.  
 
 
Anyway; with that in mind I decided that there are still kits about that require putting glue on joints 
and covering over the bare bones after you’ve built them….you’ve just gotta find’em. There is 
something eminently satisfying about building your own and then flying it. 
I could have started a list with wingspans, functions etc etc but then I thought …..that would deprive 
YOU of  the pleasure of finding out yourself. So here is the start of a set of links to websites that 
manufacture laser cut kits or partial kits. If anybody has bought in such a kit how about letting us all 
share your experience, whether it’s a scale model or non scale...let the rest of us hear about it 
through Aspectivity, your club newsletter, ...good or bad.  
  
www.skybench.com   has in excess of 20 partial kits on their site ranging from simple rudder / 
elevator models up to 132inch RES and even a flying wing ( I’ve got the plan for that if anybody is 
interested) plus a couple of partial kits for scale. One gets a good write up but that cant be said for 
t’other.  
Reports from a mate in South Oz who lives way out past WoopWoop in the boonies and nowhere 
near a model shop says that he was well pleased with the 132inch Big Bird that is styled after the 
Bird of Time...it went together easily and flew well. He also built the ASW 18 and although he had to 
cut all his own strip wood the laser cutting was superb and went together very well….he hasn't flown 
it yet. He concludes that as a dedicated balsa basher they were both good value for money and his 
time was well and enjoyably spent. 
  



www.aerosente.com    This seems to be the retail outlet for the Tom Martin outfit who suffered from 
horrendous delivery times but had some good products. I believe that has all changed with 
Aerosente in the mix and is explained on the website. Sadly, I find the website awkward and a bit  
complicated to navigate through but there is some good stuff available from simple chuckies to a 
helluva lotta scalies. Perhaps Col Collyer could tell us all about his Hall Cherokee at some 
time….finished it yet Col ?  
  
That’s it for this month lets hope we get some reports about the Island Kits and semi kits from 
Vintage sailplaners that I know have landed...in the meantime have a browse and get some in while 
the exchange rate is favourable 

Colin Smith  
 
 
 
 
 

THE GOLDBERG BROTHERS 

The four Goldberg brothers, Lowell, Norman, Hiram, and Max, invented and developed 
the first automobile air-conditioner. On July 17, 1946, the temperature in Detroit was 97 
degrees.  

The four brothers walked into old man Henry Ford's office and sweet-talked his secretary 
into telling him that four gentlemen were there with the most exciting innovation in the 
auto industry since the electric starter. Henry was curious and invited them into his 
office. They refused and instead asked that he come out to the parking lot to their car.  

They persuaded him to get into the car, which was about 130 degrees, turned on the air 
conditioner, and cooled the car off immediately. The old man got very excited and invited 
them back to the office, where he offered them $3 million for the patent. The brothers 
refused, saying they would settle for $2 million, but they wanted the recognition by 
having a label, 'The Goldberg Air-Conditioner,' on the dashboard of each car in which it 
was installed.  

Now old man Ford was more than just a little anti-Semitic, and there was no way he was 
going to put the Goldberg's name on two million Fords. They haggled back and forth for 
about two hours and finally agreed on $4 million and that just their first names would be 
shown.  

And so to this day, all Ford air conditioners show Lo, Norm, Hi, and Max on the controls.  

So, now you know.... 
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ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST(er) 
  

Friday the 25th of June was forecast as a rainy day with rain and only 13 degrees…..all day!  
 
So we moved it …..back to the Thursday with its forecast 18 degree and sun and had a ball on the 
slope down at Kilcunda. It’s a funny thing but whenever there is a new slope model to test fly the 
weather gods take full advantage and give us rotten weather and non-slopeable winds for weeks, or so 
it seems. This was the case with Geoff Trone’s Duster losing its virginity. Whenever he was allowed out 
to play it turned cold, wet and windy!. Still at least it gave the paint a chance to dry but as Geoff didn't 
want to finish the paint job until he had flown it his patience was being sorely tested. FINALLY a good 
looking day loomed on the forecast, so as I said before, we relocated our normal ‘retirees Fri-fly’ or 
‘OFF’ to Thursday and collected at Kilcunda for some 15-20 knots of North/North-Westerlies. The 
weather gods were playing silly buggers again as Ian Slack and me found out when we arrived at 
11.30.  Very little wind and it was all from the North/North East but only just enough for out and back 
circuits with our EPP models. The local resident eagles came and hovered….jeez what beautiful birds 
they are, BUT when they hover very low and overhead with their undercarriages down, but it’s over 
your head, one gently wishes them to go away and find a nice model to gore and tear to pieces!  
  
Geoff arrived and soon had his model ready for its maiden flight….Errr? ….did the Duster have 
anhedral Geoff ?.... Methinks not…..but it was just a case of the lacky wingband’s being too slack and 
soon rectified. The rest of the pre-flight checks all proved to be OK so we decided on an early lunch 
until the wind picked up a bit. Geoff decided that he wasn't hungry yet and elected to give it a gentle 
bung on the nursery area of the upper slope. With Ian doing the honors the Duster finally committed 
aviation with the gentle breeze only allowing a smooth floaty glide it was soon back on terra firma but in 
one piece and Geoff seemed happy with the resultant test glide. 
Back at the cars lunch was soon over although the 4WD vehicle firmly lashed to Geoff’s legs did stop 
him skipping about all over the place in his euphoria and eagerness to get it up there properly. 
  
The weather gods must have realised we were deadly serious and finally relented, allowing the wind to 
increase, layers of heavy thick and windproof clothing shed, and then the thermals started 
popping…...Beautiful ! Absolutely Beautiful. The Duster was once again heaved aloft and gently circled 
whilst finding the best places for thermal activity and Geoff getting a feel for the model and its behaviour 
until he decided that he needed to test those trailing edge airbrakes so landed it for minor modifications 
to the waggly bits at the back . To his delight the brakes behaved perfectly (as he knew they would, of 
course) and Duster No 5  slowed gently for a text book landing….perfect!.  
  
Robert Kassels arrived with his new EPP Rudder Elevator ship from the Canterbury Sailplanes stable 
and had it trimmed out by Ian….it flew very well until …..well, that’s another story and Robert can tell us 
what he learnt not to do and how he repaired it.  
  
Ian and myself had our Woodstock’s airborne (another very successful club build for those not familiar 
with Woodstock’s) and as usual had a ball in the good air. However, two biggish scaley’s airborne at 
one time seems to be about right so we both landed and let Geoff have the air. Talk about testing the 
spars added to those thin, narrow chord wings, well Geoff gave them a thorough work-out with loops, 
rolls, OH - SH*T snaps! Accompanied by the mandatory low level high G pull outs all gave him a very 
high adrenalin surge until with a huge grin he eventually called “Landing” and settled it down perfectly. 
He did admit that he was having far too much fun and knew he would over extend and bingle it so quit 
while he was ahead….bin there— dun that — have the bits to prove it!  
 
Geoff Trone went home a very happy chappie….and so did we, after a perfect day on the slope. 
 
 
Colin Smith... recounting more or less what actually happened  
  



 
I believe the other dusters that have flown are by Lew Rodman, Max McCullough, Barry de Kuyper and 
Gary MacDougall ….lots more to come. 
Oh yes and finally ….Friday was even more ‘ORRIBLE than forecast…... which makes me feel good 
having had a blast the previous day…….. Retirement has its benefits!.  

  
 

 
Do you really want me to lauch it with this much  Anhedral Geoff ? 

 
 
 

 
Bit crowded in there 
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Canopy off and switch on…now we can go! 

 
 
 

 
Go on then …BUNG IT 
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No worries.. …it flies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice of proposed change to VARMS Statement of Purposes and Rules (Consitution) 
 
It is our intention to present this proposal at a Special General Meeting within our August 2010 
General Meeting 
We have used a new heading on VARMS Aspectivity for the past year, at least.  
“VARMS - Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Gliding in Victoria” 
It would seem from a recent attempt by the MAAA, to have Aeromodelling accepted into the 
Australian Sporting  Commission (ASC) as a Sport, that it ruled that it was viewed as a 
recreation or hobby because the documentation submitted  included the words “building” and 
“recreation” amongst the aims of the Association.  We must present the word Sport in our Aims 
to be accepted into a sporting world. 
 
Notice hereby given that this change from: 
 
To foster and advance the building and flying of Radio Controlled Gliders and 
sailplanes, to the mutual benefit and recreation of all members. 
 
To simply use the headline from Aspectivity: 
 
VARMS-Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria. 
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Winter Weekend Slope Soaring 
 
Weekend slope soaring is on again this winter from July to October. Never tried slope soaring 
before? This is your chance to come along on a weekend and have a go. We normally have a plane 
set up for beginners and plenty of advice will be at hand to get you into the air and back down again 
in one piece: well, maybe 2 or 3 pieces. Also plenty of warm clothes - you will be standing on top of a 
Mountain being buffeted by freezing 20knot winds after all!  
 
Bring all the models in your hangar - thermal, foam, electric, whatever - as you never know what the 
weather conditions may turn out to be like. If you are keen to buy something then good beginner 
slope models are basically anything made of EPP foam.  A Colin Smith Lunak is a good start (Do you 
still sell these Colin?). This is a 3 channel model (Ailerons, rudder, elevator) that is tough and also 
great to fly. Other options are the models from Canterbury Sailplanes like the Eraser (Aileron, 
elevator) or Eaglet (rudder, elevator). Even so, your average sport electric model with Ailerons will do 
quite well on the slope, and you can fly all day without having to charge the batteries!   
 
For those of us who can at least do a roll and a loop, these low key fun days are a chance to build up 
you skills so that you can enter the “VMAA Victorian State Slope Championships” in October.  Now 
that might sound like a big scary competition, but mostly it’s just the regular bunch of keen VARMS 
slope soarers having an enjoyable day out (ie. Not doing the gardening back home). If you come to a 
few Sunday Slope days we can train you up to do two loops, a roll, fly upside down for 5 seconds, 
two stall turns, a spin, and some optional maneuvers.  (You could even practice these at VARMS 
Field with your electric model and take the prop off to compete at the Champs.) Prizes are planned 
for best foamie score and best scale model score at this year’s tournament. You could enter with a 
foam PSS and really clean up! 
 
On the day, you need to call my mobile phone after 7.30am to find out where (of even if) we are 
going.  The number is 0438 644 867. I might see if I can get around to posting on the newsgroup site 
as well for those who have internet access.  As a general rule N-NW and S winds mean Kilcunda. S-
SW mean Glenfern Rd, SE mean Tucks Road Flinders.  Hollowback is the best site, but it is a long 
way to go, so I’ve only scheduled one fun day there.  
 
Now that you are all enthusiastic you can let me know you are interested by sending an email to 
bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com, or catching up at a Friday night meeting.  I will send out a 
reminder for each event a week before to everyone on my regular VARMS trophy list, plus any extra 
people who get in touch. 
 
Dates are as follows: 
 
Sunday July 11th (venue TBA) 
Sunday August  8th (venue TBA) 
Saturday September 11th  (Yes, that’s Saturday !) Venue – Mt Hollowback 
Sunday October 3rd (VMAA slope champs) Venue – Mt Hollowback 
Sunday October 17th (VMAA slope champs backup date if required) Mt Hollowback. 
 
See you on the Mountain and at the Field, Bruce 
 
 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com


 

 

 
Training Dates 

 
18th July 

 
Training radio 

Frequencies are: 
641, 643 & 645 

 
VARMS Training is 

kindly sponsored by
 

Hyperion 
Australia 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed  in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 
President    Colin Collyer    9561 9097 
Secretary    Roger Stevenson   9830 8293 
Treasurer    Ian Pearson    5996 5019 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew    9887 7885 
Editor/Site Manager   Max Haysom    9801 3899 
Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper    9873 8256 
Registrar    Bruce Clapperton   9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep   Steven Malcman   9884 0614 
Sports Power Rep   Chris Kurdian    9762 0714 
Webmaster    Steve Tester    9724 9728 
 
VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – For up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can 

maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please 

contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying 
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, 
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian. 
 
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio 
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.  
 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of 
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities 
are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers 
by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 
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